Minnesota’s only 4th Generation 
Mayor is from Hawley, MN

by CJ Holl
(Served with Mayor Johnson as council member from 2008-2014 and is a current Pelican Rapids City Council member)

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Hawley, Minnesota is a small town of 2,500 about 20 miles from Fargo-Moorhead and like many rural Minnesota towns has seen many changes over the years.  What was once a retail center with an agricultural base has seen the town morph into a vibrant, booming bedroom community.
	One thing that has been remarkably consistent since the beginning is the involvement of the Johnson family within the city and specifically as leaders.  Mayor Gary E. Johnson, the current mayor, has been at his post since 2008.  He is the 4th generation Johnson mayor in the town’s history, believed to be a record according to the League on Minnesota Cities.
	“This town has grown over 140 years because of who has lived here,” said Johnson.  “I enjoy being the mayor and I am honored to do things as mayor for the city”
	Hawley was incorporated in 1871 and the Johnson mayors date back to Andrew Johnson who served in 1891 and again in 1895.  Andrew was the great grandfather of current mayor Gary E. Johnson. E.P Johnson, Gary’s grandfather, was mayor from 1946 – 1949 and again from 1952- 1954.  He went on to serve two terms as a representative in the legislature.  Burton Johnson, Gary’s father, served as Hawley’s mayor from 1972-1984.
	Interestingly, E.W. Johnson served as mayor for one year in 1933.  He was the brother of E.P Johnson, Gary’s grandfather.  All told, there have been five Johnson mayors of Hawley. Remarkably, 20% of Hawley 140 years have had Johnson mayors.
	The Johnson’s were very involved in the community.  Andrew Johnson, brought many businesses to the fledgling community including a bank, an automobile dealer, a grocery store, a creamery, a potato brokerage and a lumber yard. The main family business was the Johnson’s store, which was started in 1887 and was a department/general and later grocery store in downtown Hawley.
	Johnson said he learned about hard work and city service from his father Burton.  Burton was not only mayor for 12 years, but served in city government for a total of 24 years, including a long stint as a council member.
 	“It was something all of us were aware of,” Johnson said of his dad’s service, “I remember being 4-5 years old and dad coming home at midnight.  His commitment was legendary.” Johnson said back when his father was the mayor, the city only had one meeting a month and it made for a late night, especially for a local grocery store owner. 
	Johnson said he has been proud of his service to the city and continuing the Johnson civic service tradition.  Like most rural towns, as transportation, business and community needs changed, Hawley lost many downtown retail businesses.  Lately however, Hawley has embraced its bedroom community identity. It has highlighted its rural, small town roots and values to attract new businesses and residents.
	In the past few years, Hawley has boomed with a new concrete plant, a new implement sales and service facility, new national branded retail as well as other manufacturing and service business expansion.  Hawley now is in the envious position of having to attract and free up housing space for new residents.  Housing developments are filling in and a new 34 unit apartment building is set to open in the spring.
	“We need to be progressive and continue to grow.  If you don’t’ grow, you die,” said Johnson.  He said in ten years he sees Hawley as still a pleasant bedroom community, a place seen as a comfortable place to live.
	Johnson said there is a need for an enhanced community center, convention and meeting space, housing, a downtown anchor business and additional retail and recreational amenities.
	Johnson, affectionately known as “31” as Hawley’s 31st mayor, said there could be a fifth generation waiting in the wings.  His daughter, Jennifer, hasn’t yet stepped into local politics, but owns a local accounting business and has dabbled in a few committees and civic organizations.
	“I’m pushing them,” laughed Johnson about the possibility.  Johnson, recently retired from a 30+ year career at Honeywell, said he will continue to serve as long as the community wants him.  If history is any indication, it’s a good bet there will be a Johnson at Hawley’s helm to continue the tradition far into the future.
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