HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
JANUARY 5, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, January 5, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Gary E. Johnson, John Young, Jr., Ben Gunkelman, James Joy and Sean Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Police Chief Jimmy Macon, Marc Ness, Shannon Thompson and Beth Harris.

Baer administered the oaths of office to Johnson, Young, Joy and Mork, and congratulated them on their election/reelection to office.

Shannon Thompson, Clay County Solid Waste, appeared before the Council with a recycling update. Thompson wanted the Council to know that Hawley does a great job with recycling and thanked the City of Hawley.  She appreciates the cooperation that Hawley has shown with the Clay County Solid Waste department.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION 2015-01 Resolution Setting 2015 Appointments.

Mork stated that he feels the mileage reimbursement rate of 57.5 cents per mile(the active IRS rate) is too high, and he proposed it to be 25 cents per mile. Mork stated that the city provides a staff car for out of town travel that is being underutilized. If a personal vehicle is used, 25 cents per mile would pay for the gas used.

Johnson stated that there are restrictions when using the staff car such as not being able to bring your spouse with you or making stops other than the direct designated city travel. Johnson stated that 25 cents is not enough to cover the wear and tear, etc. on your personal vehicle.  Travel that officials and staff do for the City is for the betterment of the City of Hawley and the reimbursement only makes them whole – do not make money using your own vehicle. 

Joy also felt that the city staff car is underutilized and supported the 25 cents per mile reimbursement rate. Joy questioned if the city policy to not allow passengers in the city staff car could be revisited.

Young stated that he is not opposed to looking at a different rate, but feels that 25 cents is too low.

Gunkelman questioned if the 57.5 cents per mile could be used if the city staff car is not available, and a lesser rate be used if the staff car is available but a personal vehicle is used instead.

Johnson called for the question on the motion to approve RESOLUTION 2015-01 Resolution Setting 2015 Appointments. The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 3. Nays: Mork and Joy.

Johnson presented information from the Partnership for Active Transportation stating that they are a broad-based coalition of nonprofit and for-profit entities working together to create healthier places for healthier people by supporting public investment  in walking and bicycling as essential modes of transportation. They are asking local elected officials around the country to sign the Pledge to Support Active Transportation.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the Pledge to Support Active Transportation. Ayes: All. 

The Council reviewed the Petition for Local Improvement signed by at least 35% of the owners of the property abutting Ridgeview Circle between the southern portion thereof and the north end of the cul-de-sac at the end of Ridgeview Circle. The petition is requesting that a municipal sanitary sewer line and municipal water line be constructed in the street right-of-way to service the residential lots along Ridgeview Circle.

Johnson noted that the petition does not include the initial street construction. It was discussed that the installation of sewer and water would destroy the existing “driveway” road and the street construction needs to be included in the petition.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Gunkelman to deny the Petition for Local Improvements for installation of sewer and water lines to service the residential lots along Ridgeview Circle.

Baer stated that the petition is not in compliance with city policy and recommended that the Council determine it to be incomplete and send it back to the property owners.

Johnson amended his motion to declare that the Petition for Local Improvement for the installation of sewer and water lines to service the residential lots along Ridgeview Circle is incomplete and will be returned to the property owners. Gunkelman seconded. Ayes: All.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION NO. 15-02 Resolution Appointing Hawley Comprehensive Plan & Transportation Plan Study Review Committee. Ayes: All. 

Gunkelman stated that the first meeting of the Hawley Comprehensive Plan & Transportation Plan Study Review Committee is scheduled for January 22, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.

Gunkelman informed the Council and public that the skating rink/warming house in Westgate Park will open on Wednesday, January 7, 2015 at 4:00 p.m.

Joy announced that the City of Hawley, Clay County, and the Hawley School District have all approved the extension of the residential property tax abatement program for 2015 and 2016. The City of Hawley also has a $1,000 utility credit incentive on any newly constructed home in the City built in 2015 and 2016. Credit will be given at the time the new resident moves into the home.

Joy informed the Council that the City of Hawley's audit with Brady Martz & Associates is scheduled for January 26, 27 and 28, 2015.

Joy stated that the Clay County Joint Powers 46th Annual Intergovernmental Retreat is scheduled for January 23, 2015 at the Heritage Hjemkomst Interpretive Center in Moorhead.

Mork thanked the County and the School for extending the residential tax abatement program for 2015 and 2016, and noted that there are 29 residential lots available for development in the City of Hawley.

Chief Macon reported that on December 23, 2014, an anonymous local business woman gave the Hawley Police Department personnel three $100 bills and asked them to give them to three local residents who they thought were less fortunate. Chief Macon, Police Officer Scott Steer and Police Officer Colin Jorgenson each gave $100 to a local resident.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-03 Accepting Donations. Ayes: All.

Mork presented the Council with Change Order #2 for the police building remodeling project to install J-Channel on inside corner of building where the garage and lower portion of the building intersect, remove vent pipe on west side of building, remove fan on north side of building and move and lower the security window.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Young to approve Change Order #2 from Behrens Construction & Remodeling in the amount of $625 for the police building remodeling project. Ayes: All.

Mork stated that for safety reasons it is being proposed to install a staircase rather than an attic ladder in the new police department building. Young noted that the commercial attic ladder meets code.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve Estimate #121 from Behrens Construction & Remodeling in the amount of $4,600 for the police building remodeling project to cut an opening for a 3 ft fire door into existing firewall, and build a staircase from the garage to the storage area. Ayes: 4. Nay: Young.

Mork stated that curbside Christmas tree pickup will be held on January 8 and January 22.

Mork reminded residents to check/change the batteries in their smoke alarms and carbon monoxide detectors.

Young announced that the Hawley Municipal Liquor Store surpassed $1 million in sales for 2014. The Council commended Liquor Store Manager Michael Friesen and his staff.

Young stated that the Hawley Municipal Liquor Store won the MMBA Food Drive Contest and received $1,000 to be donated to the Hawley Food Pantry.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Gunkelman to approve RESOLUTION 15-04 Accepting Donations. Ayes: All. 

Young gave the Council a Heartland Trail update. The Clay County Heartland Trail group is focusing on the installation of the trail from Hawley to Buffalo River State Park. Public input meetings are scheduled for January 27th in the Hawley High School commons and January 29th in the Dilworth Community Center.  The public was encouraged to attend.

Young updated the Council on the Buffalo Red River Watershed District Buffalo River Remeandering project.  Additional work and gravel will be added yet this winter on the far north side of the road at the request of Eglon Township.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -12/22/14 minutes
   -Historical & Cultural Society Winter Exhibits
   -January 2015 Meetings Calendar
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable(with the Coalition of Greater Mn Cities membership dues invoice in the amount of $4,111 removed from the list) $146,625.16.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

Johnson requested that the Council authorize him to attend the National League of Cities meeting in Washington DC on March 7-12, 2015. The Council approved the travel.

There being no further business at 6:45 p.m. it was moved by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All.

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                       Clerk Treasurer
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