HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
OCTOBER 19, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, October 19, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Michael Friesen and Enson Maattala.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All. 

Joy reported that year to date sales (through September)  at the Hawley Municipal Liquor Store are up 11% from 2014.

Liquor Store Manager Michael Friesen gave the Council a liquor store update. All the exterior lights at the store have been replaced with LED lighting. In July the store ran a Support Our Troops donation campaign. In October they are running a food drive for the Hawley Food Pantry.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to make the budgeted $600 donation to the Hawley Food Pantry through the Hawley Municipal Liquor Store/MMBA Coors Light Food Drive. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 15-34 Resolution Approving Liquor Store Write-Offs from 2012 in the amount of $535.64. Ayes: All. 

The Council reviewed the City of Hawley, Minnesota Continuing Disclosure Report, Year Ending December 31, 2014, prepared by David Drown Associates, Inc. Joy stated that the report is required for the city's bond debt. Copies are available at city hall.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork that the City of Hawley selects liability coverage limits of $1,500,000 from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust for 2016, and Does Not Waive the monetary limits on municipal tort liability established by Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04, as recommended by Attorney Baer. Ayes: All.

Joy reminded the public that the western bridge in Riverbend Park is closed due to safety concerns.

Johnson reported that a DNR grant in the amount of $320,000 has been secured for the completion of Phase 2 (south of Hwy 10) of the Buffalo Red River Watershed District (BRRWD) Buffalo River remeandering project. The project will do work in the river and remeander the channel just after it passes the Hawley Golf Course. The unsafe bridge in Riverbend Park will also be removed as part of the project.

It was discussed that there will be no cost to the City of Hawley for this project and the Hawley Golf Course is in favor of the project being completed.  Work will be started yet this fall, with completion by June 30, 2016 to meet the grant requirements.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young that the City of Hawley formally endorses the Buffalo Red River Watershed District Buffalo River Restoration Phase 2 Project, Hawley, MN. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the final billing in the amount of $56,871.68 from the Buffalo Red River Watershed District for Rodeo Drive North Improvements as part of the Buffalo River Restoration Phase 1 Project. Ayes: All. 

It was noted that the city's cost of the project is approximately $1,500 higher than the estimate.

Johnson informed the Council and city residents that the deadline to sign up for the water/sewer service line warranty programs is freeze up. There is information included in the City Newsletter that will be inserted with the November 1 utility bills.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the quote in the amount of $1,030 from Legend Technical Services, Inc. to complete Microbial Investigation/Indoor Air Quality Monitoring at the Hawley Community Center. Ayes: All. 

Gunkelman informed the Council and public that city staff plans to begin street sweeping the last week of October. Residents are asked  not to park cars on the streets during this time. The City will post on the City Facebook page updates to the street sweeping.  

Gunkelman stated that the City of Hawley Economic Development Authority has a residential building lot for sale at 314 Main Street. Special assessments on the lot are $13,975. The purchaser must commence building a housing unit on the lot within 1 year of closing. Written offers on the lot should be submitted to City Hall.


Mork informed the Council that the Personnel Committee will be interviewing candidates for the Full Time Police Officer position next week, with  employment to begin no sooner than January 1, 2016.

Mork gave an update on the City of Hawley 2015 Employee Recognition and thanked the employees and board members that have worked to make Hawley a better place. 	 Employees: 5 Years-Andrew Wang & Gary Kuck; 15 Years-Michael Friesen; 20 Years-Cindy Schenck; 25 Years-Mary Aakre & Lisa Jetvig.    Boards & Commissions: 5 Years-Rand Alland, Bill Daggett, Rick Schultz, Todd Sparrow, Philip Stahl & Jay Swanson; 10 Years-Marc Ness & Mike Sprenger; 20 Years-John Young, Jr. 
Mork gave an update on the successful Hawley Firemen's Relief  Association annual brat feed.

Young gave the Council a Heartland Trail update. MetroCOG is seeking proposals for designing the trail from Hawley to Buffalo River State Park.

The Council reviewed the information regarding the Minnesota Department of Transportation Statewide Bicycle System Plan. They are seeking public input on the draft plan.

Young informed the Council that he plans to attend the Greater Minnesota Parks & Trails annual meeting on October 29, 2015 in Little Falls.

Young gave the Council an update on the Community Club's Fall Festival held in September.

The Council reviewed the information from the Minnesota Department of Transportation seeking public input on their Statewide Multimodal Transportation Plan and Minnesota 20-Year State Highway Investment Plan.

Young informed the Council that the pavement rehabilitation project at the Hawley Municipal Airport has been completed.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
   -10/5/15 minutes
   -September 2015 Fund Balance Report
   -MAOSC  October 2, 2015 Federal Legislative Update
   -Greater Minnesota Parks & Trails Connections - September/October 2015
   -October/November 2015 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

Gunkelman stated that there is a special meeting of the Hawley Area Fire District scheduled for October 28, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss the proposed new fire hall. The public is invited to attend. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable $140,429.26.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

Mork encouraged residents to read their city newsletter that will be inserted in the November 1 utility bills.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                        Clerk Treasurer
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