HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
FEBRUARY 16, 2016

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman and Mork. Absent: Joy. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Public Works Superintendent Kluck, and Police Chief Backlund.

Gunkelman stated that he has heard several positive comments regarding the condition of the city streets this winter. Gunkelman thanked the city staff.

Gunkelman informed the Council that he has received citizen requests for the Council to consider having outside recycling drop off bins that would be accessible anytime. The matter was referred to committee.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Public Works Superintendent Kluck gave the Council a snow removal update. For the 2015-2016 winter season staff has spent 274 hours on snow removal on the city streets, 39.5 hours on snow removal at the airport, and 52 hours sanding using 123 yards of sand/salt.

Johnson commended the city staff for their snow removal efforts. Kluck stated that the new cutting edges and the purchase of the 3rd plow truck have made a big difference.

The Council reviewed the 12/03/15 letter from MnDOT stating that based on the limited number of trains running over the railroad crossings on 5th, 6th and 8th streets in Hawley, BNSF will be installing "EXEMPT" signs at these crossings. After installation of the "EXEMPT" signs, buses, etc will not be required to stop at the crossings. The City of Hawley can install yellow advance exempt signs. It was the feeling of the Council that the additional yellow advance signs are not necessary as the few trains that use the crossings blow their whistle before reaching the crossings and BNSF usually has someone on the ground making sure traffic is stopped.

Johnson stated that the City of Hawley has received a request from Davis Blakeway for the establishment of a Tax Increment Financing District in an area on the south side of Jetvig Boulevard. His plans are to expand his business, Davis Tire, Inc., by constructing a new facility for auto repair and lube.  He is requesting TIF assistance to allow him to invest approximately $750,000 - $900,000 for the new building in the Jetvig Addition and add additional full time employees.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION NO. 16-09 Calling Public Hearing on the Establishment of Tax Increment Financing District No. 1-9 Within Municipal Development District No. 1, and the Adoption of a Tax Increment Financing Plan Relating Thereto. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Johnson informed the Council that the Public Utilities Commission is installing radio read ripple meters for off-peak electric customers. This will allow the meters to be read monthly and the off peak customers will receive the lower electrical rate upfront rather than getting a rebate at the end of the year.

Johnson invited the public to the Hawley Motor Vehicle 40th Anniversary Open House at city hall on Wednesday, February 17, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The first 200 attendees will receive a free vehicle escape tool. There will be treats and door prizes.

Gunkelman stated that the Emergency Response District and Fire District meetings are scheduled for February 17, 2016 beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.

The Council reviewed the proposed 2017 Fire District budget in the amount of $106,000. Gunkelman stated that their 2016 budget is $105,000.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the Hawley Area Fire District 2017 budget in the amount of $106,000. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Gunkelman stated that M State Business & Entrepreneurial Services is hosting several free Professional Business Mentoring sessions in 2016. Interested parties can contact city hall or M State for more information.

Mork stated that the city has received donations of $815, in memory of John Finnegan, to be designated to expenditures for the Hawley Police Reserves.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve RESOLUTION 16-11 Accepting Donations. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

The Council reviewed the City of Hawley Report of Outstanding Indebtedness as of December 31, 2015 and the City of Hawley 2016 Summary Budget Statement for Publication.

Mork announced that the Local Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting will be held on April 18, 2016 at 4:30 p.m. in the Hawley City Council Chambers. The purpose of this meeting is to determine whether property in the City of Hawley has been properly valued and classified by the Clay County Assessor.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling Application for Exempt Permit submitted by the  Clay-Wilkin Minnesota Deer Hunter's Association for raffles to be held on March 19, 2016 at the Hawley Community Center. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling Application for Exempt Permit submitted by the Ducks Unlimited #292 for raffles to be held on April 1, 2016 at the Hawley Community Center. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Young announced that the Hawley City Council has arranged to bring certified Alcohol Server Training to Hawley in an effort to assist all our Hawley Liquor License Holders. The free trainings will be held on March 17, 2016 at 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. at City Hall.

Young gave the Council a Heartland Trail update.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Gunkelman to approve RESOLUTION 2016-10 In Support of Bonding Money for Parks and Trails. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Young informed the Council that the Rodeo Committee is meeting with Barnes Rodeo personnel on February 29, 2016 at 3:00 p.m.

Young gave the Council an airport update. It was noted that the airport is self-sufficient and receives approximately 95% funding for FAA approved projects.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Johnson to approve Change Order #1, in the amount of $2,250, to the 2015 Taxilane Pavement Project around Hangar #1 for additional top soil,  as recommended by the Hawley Municipal Airport Commission. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Johnson to approve Work Order No. 4 with Bolton & Menk for 2016 airport engineering services, as recommended by the Hawley Municipal Airport Commission. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) Grant Oversight Risk Model Policy, as recommended by the Hawley Municipal Airport Commission. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Young stated that the Airport Planning Session with MnDOT Aeronautics has been postponed.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the following consent items:
   -02/01/16 minutes
   -January 2016 Fund Balance Report
   -APPA backs High Court's decision to stay EPA rule on CO2
   -MAOSC Update
   -February/March 2016 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable $120,788.18.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Johnson expressed condolences to the Fargo Police Department and the family of fallen Fargo Police Officer Jason Moszer.

There being no further business at 6:40 p.m. it was moved by Young, seconded by Mork that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
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