[bookmark: _GoBack] HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MARCH 2, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, March 2, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Joy and Mork. Absent: Gunkelman. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Engineer Tyson Hajicek, Police Chief Jimmy Macon, Police Officer Scott Steer, David Drown, Marc Ness, and Boy Scouts Rem Jacobson and Domanic Jacobson.

It was discussed that the parking around Bentley's Dental Office restricts the visibility  from Hartford Street of traffic coming from the north on 6th Street. The matter was referred to the Public Safety Committee.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to accept Angela Tait's letter of resignation from the Hawley Park Board, effective immediately. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

The Council thanked Tait for her service to the Hawley Park Board.

Engineer Hajicek presented the Council with the following 2 bids received for the 2015 Sealcoat Improvements project: Morris Sealcoat & Trucking, Inc. Base Bid $119,109.07, Alternate A Bid $3,315.25, and Alternate B Bid $47,711.50 for a total bid of $170,135.82; and ASTECH Corp. Base Bid $133,500.00, Alternate A Bid $4,641.25, and Alternate B Bid $43,977.50 for a total bid of $182,118.75.

Hajicek recommended accepting the total bid from Morris Sealcoat & Trucking as this bid came in considerably lower than the engineer’s estimate. Hajicek stated that with the engineering and contingency costs the total project cost is estimated at $214,000. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION 15-09 Hawley 2015 SEALCOAT IMPROVEMENTS Awarding Bid. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

The Council reviewed the punch list items from the 02/25/15 inspection of the new police department building. The police began moving into the building today. It was discussed that the remodeling of the building went beyond the completion date. The matter will be discussed after the project is completed.

Police Chief Macon thanked the Council for approving the purchase and remodeling of the building for the police department. The building will be a very usable, workable space and is a huge improvement for the department.

The Council reviewed the pay requests in the amounts of $31,650 and $47,669 from Behrens Construction & Remodeling for the police building remodeling project. Jetvig stated that there would still be approximately $78,000 in retainage on the project after these pay requests.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve Invoice #226 dated 02/25/15 in the amount of $31,650 and Invoice #226 dated 02/27/15 in the amount of $47,669 from Behrens Construction & Remodeling for work completed on the police station remodeling project. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Mork read the letter of resignation submitted by Police Chief Macon.  The Personnel Committee recommended accepting Chief Macon’s resignation.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Johnson to accept the letter of resignation from Police Chief Jimmy Macon, effective March 24, 2015. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

The Council thanked Macon for all the things he  brought to the City of Hawley and the Hawley Police Department. His dedication and professionalism will be greatly missed.  A farewell open house for Chief Macon is being planned for March 19th from 3 to 6 p.m. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to advertise for a Police Chief, leaving the application period open until the position is filled. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

The Council also approved advertising for Part Time Police Officer positions, with the application period open until the position(s) are filled.

Mork informed the Council that Stan Grothe donated $50 to the Police Reserves for future expenses.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-11 Accepting Donations. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Young gave an update on the Comprehensive Plan/Sidewalk Master Plan Open House with FM MetroCOG that was held in Hawley on February 25, 2015. The public is encouraged to fill out the Public Input Survey available at City Hall or on the City of Hawley's website.  Another meeting is scheduled in March.
Young informed the Council that the League of Minnesota Cities(LMC) Board of Directors adopted a resolution demonstrating support for new dedicated state funding for city streets. The resolution supports "an omnibus transportation funding bill that provides additional dedicated state funding for city streets." The LMC is urging cities to consider adoption of a supporting resolution.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 15-10 A Resolution Supporting Dedicated State Funding for City Streets. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Financial Consultant, David Drown, informed the Council that the 2 G.O. Improvement Bonds issued by the City of Hawley in 2005 for improvement projects are now eligible to be refinanced. Drown stated that he believes the bonds can be refinanced from the original interest rate of 4.76% to an interest rate of less than 2%. Drown estimated the City can save from $50,000 - $70,000 by refinancing the bonds.

Baer noted that the resolution for the sale of the refunding bonds expires on September 1, 2015 if the bonds have not been sold by then.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 2015-12 Approving the Issuance of Up to $950,000 of G.O. Improvement Refunding Bonds, Series 2015A if Savings Targets Are Met. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the following consent items:
   -02/17/15 minutes
   -2015 Assessment Board of Appeal Notice April 13th meeting
   -MAOSC Federal Legislative Update - February 18, 2015
   -Representative Paul Marquart Legislative Update
   -Greater Fargo Moorhead Economic Development Corp. Smart Brief
   -March 2015 Meetings Calendar
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A discussion ensued regarding the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities(CGMC) 2015 dues in the amount of $4,111. 

Joy and Mork felt the dues were high and all said it is difficult to justify the expense during this tight budget year.

Young felt strongly that the city has seen the benefits of the efforts of the CGMC and he supports paying the dues. They lobby specifically for the cities in Greater Minnesota on such issues as Local Government Aid/property taxes, economic development, transportation, environmental regulations, and annexation and land use.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Johnson not to pay the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities 2015 dues of $4,111. Ayes: 3. Nay: Young. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Johnson to approve the following accounts payable $160,937.45.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Johnson, seconded by Mork that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
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