HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
MAY 2, 2016

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, May 2, 2016 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Absent: Young. Also present were Chief Backlund, Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, and Attorney Baer.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A discussion ensued regarding the 57th Annual Hawley Rodeo Fest scheduled for June 4-11, 2016.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following requests for the use of City property on June 11, 2016: Use of Front Street & City properties for Vendor Street Fair, Classic Car Show, Fire Relief Water Wars, Parade on 6th Street, Jaycees Cookout in Parking Lot, and HERT 5K route. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

It was noted that the recycling center will be closed on June 11, 2016.

The Council reviewed the Rodeo Grounds Indemnity Agreement with the 4-H Extension Service. Baer stated that each party that uses the grounds will absorp the responsibility for their own conduct and actions and have their own insurance. He feels this is sufficient to protect the city.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the Rodeo Grounds Indemnity Agreement with the 4-H Extension Service. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

The Council reviewed the April 28, 2016 letter from Minnesota Management & Budget and the Notice of Pay Equity Compliance Certificate presented to the City of Hawley for "successfully meeting the requirements of the Local Government Pay Equity Act M.S. 471.991 - 471.999 and Minnesota rules Chapter 3920. This notice is a result of an official review by Minnesota Management & Budget and your 2016 pay equity report."

Gunkelman reported that the City park restrooms will open on May 3, 2016. The police will periodically monitor the restrooms and they will be locked by sunset. Residents are urged to report any suspicious activity to the police.

Gunkelman gave the Council a Hawley Area Fire District update. The 2017 Fire District Budget of $106,000 was approved. The fire department has had 24 calls so far in 2016, of which 7 were cancelled. The department currently has 25 members with 4 taking training classes. The Fire District approved the appointment of Darren Schenck as a Captain. The next Fire District meeting is scheduled for July 20, 2016.

The Council reviewed the draft Study Review Committee Comprehensive & Sidewalk Plan developed with the assistance of MetroCOG. Gunkelman stated that the plan is a good start in laying out the goals and objectives of where and how the City can grow and how to reach those goals and objectives.  

A discussion ensued regarding the Clay County personal property tax statement to Sanford Clinic in Hawley in the amount of $8,070, payable in 2016. This is a new tax that has not been charged before. The building is city owned so there are no real estate taxes on the building. Sanford is asking the city to pay the tax.

Baer stated that the city's lease with Sanford states that the landlord will pay any real estate taxes. This new tax is not a real estate tax but a personal property tax so the city could have the claim that they are not responsible for the tax. The Government Services Committee will meet with Sanford.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the Notices of Intent to start the Assessment Process for the property at 2322 Meadow Lane for a past due fire call bill in the amount of $375, and for the property at 204 Hobart Street for a past due natural gas installation bill in the amount of $196.33. The Assessment Public Hearing is scheduled for June 20, 2016 at 6:15 p.m. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

It was noted that the assessment of past due bills to the property is allowed by Minnesota Statutes.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to adopt the 4-10 Seasonal Streets/Parks Assistant summer job description and setting the Points in the City Pay Plan at 65, making it a Grade 2 position, as recommended by the Personnel Committee.  Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to Open up the Seasonal Streets/Parks Assistant Summer position to applicants that are at least 16 years old, at a pay range of $9.84 to $11.75 depending upon experience and qualifications. Position open until filled, as recommended by the Personnel Committee. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

The Council reviewed the April 29, 2016 letter from David Drown Associates, Inc. stating that Forterra Concrete Products has been sold to Pipe Porfolio Owner Exchange (Multi) L.P.,  and Forterra is leasing back the facility for 20 years.  The Hawley facility continues to be managed by same Forterra team and continues to manufacture concrete products in Hawley.   The City of Hawley's development agreement with Forterra requires the City to approve any sale of the property. Since Forterra will be leasing the facility for many years and operations are not changing, Drown sees no reason not to approve the sale.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 16-18 Approving the Sale of Forterra Manufacturing Facility (Formerly known as Cretex). Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Joy stated that Spring Clean-Up Day in Hawley is May 12th for Thursday garbage customers and May 16th for Monday garbage customers. Residents were reminded that appliances can never be left curbside and have to be taken to the recycling center. TV's and computer monitors will be accepted at the recycling center free of charge on Saturday, May 14 from 8 a.m. to noon. Household hazardous waste will be accepted at the Hawley Clay County Highway Shop (329 10th Street) on Saturday, May 14 from 8 a.m. to noon. 

Joy stated that garbage pick up for Monday customers will be on Tuesday, May 31 rather than Monday, May 30 due to Memorial Day.

Joy gave the Council an airport update. The Airport Commission has approved Plans & Specs and going out for quotes on 2 projects: Crack Repair & Hangar Apron and Taxilane Improvements, contingent upon receiving FAA & State funding.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
   -04/18/16 minutes
   -04/18/16 Board of Equalization minutes
   -MAOSC Legislative Update - April 15
   -Workforce Solutions Summit - May 12
   -2016 Symposium on Small Towns - June 7-9
   -WCI - Dale Umlauf - New Position
   -May 2016 Meetings Calendar
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to not pay the first 1/2 personal property taxes for Sanford Clinic in the amount of $4,035. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following accounts payable $208,986.26.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Mork stated that there are still tickets available for the liquor store's "Burgers and Beers" event on May 12, 2016. Proceeds from the event will be donated to the Honor Flight Program.

Mork and Joy gave the Council an update on the Senator Eken & Representative Marquart Town Hall meeting.

There being no further business at 6:20 p.m. it was moved by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Attest:
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