[bookmark: _GoBack]HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
JUNE 22, 2015

The regularly scheduled monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, June 22, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Attorney Baer, Deputy Clerk Treasurer Schenck, Lisa Reiland, Lisa Bortnem Wiser, Erik Softing, Josh & Jess Lura, Dustin Haldon, Jim Bortnem, Dustin Hanson, Tracy Spaeth, Tim Yancey, Gary Kuck, Corina Kuck, Diane Leister, Daniel Leister, Tori Leister, Chuck Cederberg, Dale Griffin, Wesley Erickson, Julie Wade, Elizabeth Gregor, Tom Taylor, Judy Aarsvold, Amelia Schermerhorn, Vicki Magnusson, Vikki Anderson, Stephanie Joy, Robin Jensen, Shelly Ebersole, Hillery Mork, Tanya Sanvik, Curt Cederberg, Marc Ness, Darrin Pinske, Scott Jorgenson, Cody Halvorson, Lynn Reading, Raymond Reading, Kirk Gollid, Enson Maattala, Lisa Halvorson, Kourosh Abtin, Darla Abtin, Randy Doran, Katera Bakke, Cher Nelson, Pat Wallace, Lori Wallace, Chuck Ames, Brooke Ames, Eugene Hoagland, Jim McCoy, Darrel Barth, Cindy Ulven, Steph Nedrebo, Jane Anderson and Anne Brunton.

Johnson called for citizen comments. Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person. Items brought before the Council here shall be referred to the appropriate committee for consideration. No Council action or discussion will be held on these items.

Lynn Reading questioned why an update on the Chief of Police hiring process was not on the agenda for this meeting.

Tom Taylor stated that the City of Hawley has a lot of issues and the citizens want answers. Taylor questioned the salary of the city clerk and stated that department heads are not treated equally and the city clerk oversees everything. The citizens want someone from the outside to come in and look at things. Taylor stated that the Council has lost touch with what is important and are not listening to the citizens.

Gary Kuck stated that due to misinformation that the council received it was recommended that he and his wife be removed from the Police Reserves Program.

Johnson stated that the information they got was not correct and apologized to the Kucks. Johnson stated that he hopes they continue to serve on the Police Reserves Program.

Corina Kuck asked the council if they have the guts to do what is right and what the people want.

Marc Ness stated that there was some misinformation regarding the dates of when the Hawley Herald requested information from the city clerk regarding the Police Chief search. Some incorrect things were said about the newspaper and Ness stated that he took that personally.

Johnson stated that he made a comment to Ness and he apologizes for making that comment.

Raymond Reading informed the Council that dealing with his moving a building into the City in 2011, the city clerk laughed at him and made him feel inferior. He does not get that welcome feeling here that he gets from other cities where he does business.

Jim McCoy stated that he has encountered negative attitudes at city hall while conducting motor vehicle transactions. He was considering moving one of his businesses to Hawley. His employees questioned why he would want to work with Hawley city hall and said they would not come and work in Hawley.

Darla Abtin presented the council with petitions containing approximately 580 signatures for Scott Steer to be hired as Police Chief.

Kourosh Abtin stated that he loves this town but we have a culture that has to be changed. Abtin further stated that the last Police Chief worked to make the citizens and kids like their police department and urged the council to give Scott Steer a chance to finish what Chief Macon started.

Tim Yancey stated that Scott Steer is an outstanding Police Officer and to not make him our next Police Chief is a waste of the city's time and money.

Darrin Pinske stated that it seems the council is not listening to the people. We have a good Police Chief candidate within our department. Pinske stated that the council works for the citizens and the proof is in our property tax statements.

Johnson made a call for any other citizen comments. Johnson made a second call for additional citizen comments. Johnson made a third call for citizen comments.

The Council reviewed the pay request from Behrens Construction for the police station remodeling project. It was discussed that the punch list items have been completed. Mork stated that there was also an expense of $450 for exploration of  the sewer system.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve final payment in the amount of $48,980.59 to David Behrens Construction & Remodeling for the police station remodeling project. Ayes: All.

The Council reviewed the memo from Public Works Superintendent Kluck regarding a sewer jetting update. The area east of 6th Street and everything south of Highway 10 was jetted this year. There is a manhole on 5th and Reno Street that needs to be repaired. Kluck is getting a quote for the repair.

Johnson gave the Council a crack fill update.  This work is being done on the west 1/3rd of the City this year.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the City of Hawley, Minnesota Release and Indemnification Agreements with the Hawley Women of Today, the Hawley Booster Club and the Hawley Jaycees for the street dance on June 26, 2015. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to approve the City Lot Use Agreement and  Waiver, Release of Liability and Indemnification Agreement City of Hawley, Minnesota with the Hawley Farmer's Market Organization, contingent on them signing it and Attorney Baer's approval of the agreement. Ayes: All. 

It was discussed that "No Parking" signs will be installed on the north side of Jetvig Boulevard from the east side of the AmericInn driveway through the vacant lot on the west side of the liquor store. The remainder of the north side of Jetvig Boulevard will be posted as "1 hour parking".

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve the following recommendations from the Personnel Committee: 1) Following review of the policy, it is recommended for Part Time Police Officers to use their initial hire date to determine their first step date at 2,000 hours, and 2) Move Jamison Karlberg-Steer to Step 2 of the Part Time scale as of 2/9/15 when he reached 2,000 hours. Authorize back payment of 617.5 hours for the step difference ($.49/hour). Ayes: All. 

Young gave the Council an Airport update. The bids for the apron rehabilitation project were considerably over the engineer's estimate, but the engineer felt they were legitimate bids. If the project is approved, the Hawley Municipal Airport's share will be $46,716. It was noted that the airport is self sufficient.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Johnson to approve RESOLUTION 15-21 Taxilane & Hangar Apron Reconstruction - Hawley Municipal Airport Awarding Bid, contingent on the receipt of Federal and State funding, as recommended by the Hawley Municipal Airport Commission. Ayes: All. 

Young gave the Council a legislative update. The State of Minnesota will be distributing $12.5 million in one-time money for street funding that will be distributed through a formula to all cities with populations under 5,000. The appropriation is aimed at helping cities that do not receive municipal state aid because they do not meet the 5,000 population eligibility threshold for dedicated funds established in the state's constitution. The City of Hawley will receive $31,528.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the City of Hawley Application for Minor Subdivision Permit - Extraterritorial submitted by Paul R. Johnson, 532 200th Street, Hawley, Minnesota, contingent on Hawley Township Board approval of driveway location & culvert size, and Clay County Public Health approval of septic and well locations. Ayes: All.

Joy informed the Council and public that the Planning Commission will be scheduling a Public Hearing for the 2nd or 3rd week of July to discuss the Application to Amend a Conditional Use for the School District to install outside playground equipment at the preschool facility.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve the following consent items:
   -05/19/15 minutes
   -05/28/15 Board of Adjustment minutes
   -May 2015 Fund Balance Report
   -July 2015 Newsletter
   -MAOSC April 30, 2015 Federal Legislative Update
   -Partnership 4 Health May 2015 e-news
   -Proclamation NLC Small Cities Month June 2015
   -State Demographer Population Est April 2014 @ 2,137
   -NMPA 2014 Annual Report
   -June/July 2015 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable $322,738.36.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

Young informed the Council that they will not be able to hold the summer work camp this year as only about 20 kids signed up. There are some funds available through Lakes & Prairies and West Central. The Hawley Police Reserves have volunteered to do painting jobs for qualifying residents.

Gunkelman thanked the citizens for attending the meeting.

Joy stated that all meetings are open to the public.

There being no further business at 6:45 p.m. it was moved by Young, seconded by Joy that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 


Attest:



_____________________                      ______________________
Gary E. Johnson                                     John Young, Jr.
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