HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
JULY 5, 2016

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Tuesday, July 5, 2016 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Gary E. Johnson, Ben Gunkelman, James Joy and Sean Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Lisa Jetvig, Attorney Zenas Baer, Police Chief Joe Backlund, Stacey Riedberger, Carlos Diaz and Enson Maattala.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. 

Johnson stated that the Council met with the 2 individuals that filled out applications to fill the vacant Council position left vacant by the passing of John Young for the time period of July through December 2016.  The remaining two years on Young’s seat will be up for election in November.

A motion was made by Johnson for RESOLUTION NO. 16-27 Resolution Appointing Person to Fill a Vacancy appointing Stacey Riedberger.

There was no second to the motion.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork for RESOLUTION NO. 16-27 Resolution Appointing Person to Fill a Vacancy appointing Carlos Diaz. Ayes: 3. Nay: Johnson.

Baer administered the oath of office to Carlos Diaz.

Johnson stated that Richard Olson has requested that the Hawley City Council approve a street closure on July 30, 2016 from 6:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. so that he can have an auction sale adjacent to his residence at 813 Westgate Drive. The street closure would be on Westgate Drive between Sunset Boulevard and Westgate Circle (just the portion directly adjacent to his property).

Gunkelman expressed concern of closing a street for a private individual's event. It was discussed that it could set a precedent for other residents to request street closures for their garage sales, etc.

Mork questioned if Olson was requesting the closure of the street for safety concerns or if he was going to place items on the street for the sale. It is believed that he would use the street for the sale.

Chief Backlund informed the Council that he feels it would be in the best interest of the city not to close streets for private events. The closure could create some traffic issues.

A motion was made by Johnson to approve Richard Olson's request to close a portion of Westgate Drive between Sunset Boulevard and Westgate Circle on July 30, 2016 for his auction sale.

There was no second to the motion.

A motion was made by Mork to approve Richard Olson's request to close a portion of Westgate Drive between Sunset Boulevard and Westgate Circle on July 30, 2016 for his auction sale, contingent on no items being placed out on the street.

There was no second to the motion.

Baer informed the Council that the Police Chief's recommendation may be the proper recommendation, not to close a street for a private event.

Mork questioned if this street closure request was any different then closing a street for the Street Fair. Baer stated that the distinction is that the Street Fair is a public community event.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy not to approve the request from Richard Olson to close the street adjacent to his property for his auction sale. Ayes: 4. Nay: Mork.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 16-28 Accepting Donations (from M State of items in the Hawley BES building). Ayes: All. 

The Council reviewed the Assignment of Lease from M State Business and Entrepreneurial Services assigning over to the City of Hawley all their rights, title and interest of the leases they currently have with the 4 tenants (American National Insurance, Living Grace Lutheran Church, Hawley Tax Services and Tangen Arms) in the Hawley BES building, effective July 1, 2016.

Johnson gave the Council a Heartland Trail update. The City needs to begin planning for the Heartland Trailhead within the city limits.

Gunkelman stated that the Public Hearing for the Gregory Larson annexation petition will be held on July 18, 2016 at 6:15 p.m. in the Hawley City Council Chambers. The property proposed to be annexed is north of Petermann's First Addition. The public is invited to attend.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to accept the resignation from  Jay Swanson from the Hawley Planning Commission and Board of Adjustment. Ayes: All. 

The Council thanked Swanson for his service on the Hawley Planning Commission.

The Council reviewed the Sketch Plan submitted by Gregg and Sarah Larson and the Planning Commission comments on the Autumn Subdivision in the proposed annexation area. The area will be developed into single family housing and possibly some townhomes and a small apartment building.

Gunkelman gave the Council an update on the city's Comprehensive Plan/Sidewalk Plan. MetroCOG has not been providing the city with the service/product we requested.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy: 1) to inform FM MetroCOG that the City of Hawley will no longer work with Adam Altenburg on the Hawley Comprehensive Plan update, 2) to request a competent person immediately be brought in to work with Hawley (SRC group) and update the Hawley Comprehensive Plan, 3) to request that the Executive Director of FM MetroCOG, William Christian, also attend the SRC meetings in Hawley, and 4) to set a deadline for the completion of the Hawley Comprehensive Plan update at a reasonable end date (possibly Aug or Sept), as recommended by the Hawley Planning Commission. Ayes: All. 

After discussion, the Temporary Family Healthcare Dwelling Legislation was referred back to committee for further review.

Gunkelman stated that the Council does not need to take any action on the Partition Fence Law.

Gunkelman informed the Council that the Planning Commission recommends the installation of a "test" walking/biking path on Reno & First Streets. The path could  tie into the sidewalk on Joseph Street to make a loop for walking/biking.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy directing Jetvig to get a quote from Engineer Hajicek to assist in the installation of a "test" walking/biking path. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 16-30 Resolution Authorizing Signage For Parking Restrictions Jetvig Boulevard. Ayes: All. 

Police Chief Backlund appeared before the Council requesting that he be allowed to access the funds in the DWI forfeiture funds to pay for recent equipment upgrades in the squad cars. The upgrades are in progress and should be done by July 8, 2016.

Mork stated that the Public Safety Committee will be requesting a meeting with MnDOT to discuss the traffic flow/safety issues on Highway 10 and 15th Street.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following appointment and pay rates for election judges: Glenna Tuil as Head Election Judge, Linda Moe, Pearl Spillum, Mary Aakre, Elaine Kluck, and Erica Polley as Election Judges, with hourly salary of $11.25 for the Head Election Judge and $10.25 for Election Judges. Ayes: All. 

Joy informed the Council that the City of Hawley received an additional $1,007.98 in FEMA funds for street repairs from the 2011 disaster.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Johnson to approve the Valley Premier Bank ACH Origination Agreement. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
   -06/20/16 minutes
   -NLC City Summit Training
   -LMC Leading Effective Meetings Training
   -BRRWD May 23, 2016 minutes
   -MAOSC Board of Directors Opening
   -CGMC honoring John Young with Jack Murray Award
   -FAA Cost Price Analysis Ltr  re: Karvakko Engineering
   -OTC Trail Master Plan Open Houses
   -July/August 2016 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

Johnson informed the Council that he plans to attend the LMC Running Effective Meetings and Leading with Civility Training in Bemidji on July 13. The cost of the training is $45. 

Joy informed the Council that he is interested in applying for the MAOSC Board of Director position. The Council was in support of Joy applying for the position.

Mork informed the Council that the Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities is honoring John Young with the "Jack Murray Award" in recognition of his outstanding public service and contributions to the Coalition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following accounts payable $139,340.15.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

There being no further business at 6:45 p.m. it was moved by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:
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Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
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