HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 19, 2016

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, September 19, 2016 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Vice-Mayor Gunkelman with the following members present: Gunkelman, Joy, Mork and Diaz. Absent: Mayor Johnson. Also present was Clerk Treasurer Jetvig.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Diaz to approve RESOLUTION 2016-41 Additional Board Appointment – to Board of Adjustment. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Gunkelman informed the Council that the Hawley Board of Adjustment is holding a Public Hearing on Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the council chambers to consider a structural setback variance application for the property at Lots 23 & 24, Block 1, Original Townsite. The property owner is proposing to build a deck that is 20' from the front yard line. A 5' front yard variance is being requested.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 16-42 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the Proposed Property Tax Levy 2016 Tax Levy, Collectible in 2017. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

It was discussed that the proposed levy represents a 9% increase, of which 5.75% is an increase in taxes to be used by the general fund and the other 3.25% is tax abatements. At this level a home valued at $150,000 would see an increase of approximately $20 in the city portion of their property taxes.  The property tax levy can be reduced but cannot be higher than 9%.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Diaz to approve RESOLUTION 16-43 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the Preliminary 2017 Budget with Revenues of $1,590,918 and Expenditures of $1,590,874. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Mork reported that the city has approved 25 zoning permits year to date, and has 2 more pending, consisting of 1 new business, 6 new homes, and 20 additions, totaling $2,174,283.00.

The Council reviewed the 09/07/16 letter from David Drown Associates, Inc. regarding Municipal Bond Continuing Disclosure Services. SEC regulations require cities to provide limited or full annual financial information to the financial world for some of their bond issues. The City of Hawley has several bonds subject to this disclosure. David Drown Associates will complete this reporting for the city for $2,100.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve the quote from David Drown Associates, Inc. in the amount of $2,100 for Municipal Bond Continuing Disclosure Services. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

The Council reviewed the 08/24/16 letter from Joe Ingebrand, League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust, regarding a Data Security Survey he conducted in the City of Hawley on August 23, 2016. Ingebrand has no formal recommendations as a result of his visit, but suggests that the city review social media policy models and update its current policies as warranted.

Gunkelman noted that recommendations the city received from previous LMC loss control surveys have either been completed or are in the process of being completed.  The Council thanked Clerk Treasurer Jetvig for her work on the Data Security policies of the City.

Diaz reported that the city has $2,500 in a sinking fund for security cameras for the park shelter/restroom facility in Westgate Park. It was directed that Arvig could work with Police Chief Backlund and Public Works Superintendent Kluck regarding the placement of the cameras – as a means to deter vandalism.

A motion was made by Diaz, seconded by Mork to approve the purchase of security cameras from Arvig for the Westgate Park restroom facility, at a cost of up to $2,500. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A motion was made by Diaz, seconded by Joy to approve the purchase of automatic door locks for the restrooms at Westgate Park, at a cost of up to $3,100. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

A discussion ensued regarding the October 2016 City of Hawley Newsletter. National Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15 and the Hawley Area Fire District is having an Open House and free Brat Feed on October 13, 2016. The City crews will be street sweeping once the tree foliage has fallen. The Business Highlight for October is Wright Funeral Home. They have been in business in Hawley for 29 years.

Motorists are urged to drive safely as school is in session. Grass and leaf pickup will be October 20th, 24th, 27th and 31st. Grass and leaves must be in clear plastic bags.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following consent items:
   -09/06/16 minutes
   -09/12/16 minutes
   -August 2016 Fund Balance Report
   -LMC 2016 Regional Meetings
   -Hawley Airport Newsletter Sept 15, 2016
   -City of Hawley Newsletter September 2016
   -MAOSC September 2016 Newsletter
   -September/October 2016 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Gunkelman reported that James Joy has been appointed to the Minnesota Association of Small Cities Board of Directors.

Mork stated that Davis Tire was the Business Highlight in the September 2016 City of Hawley Newsletter. They will be having a grand opening at their new location at 1429 Jetvig Boulevard on October 6, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following accounts payable $135,494.55.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Joy reminded residents of the water and sanitary sewer service line warranty programs that are available to City of Hawley residents.

There being no further business at 6:20 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Diaz that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
Ben Gunkelman                                        Lisa Jetvig
Vice-Mayor                                               Clerk Treasurer
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