HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 8, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Tuesday, September 8, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Police Chief Backlund, Denise Graunke and Jane Patrick.

The Councilmembers wished Chief Joe Backlund a happy birthday.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All. 

Jane Patrick introduced herself and gave the Council an update on the Toward Zero Deaths (TZD) Coalition in Clay County that is funded with a grant.  Their mission statement is “Working together to reduce fatal and serious injury crashes in Clay County through preventive measures in enforcement, engineering, education and EMS.”  She would like to work in Hawley, maybe through the school, to put on a community wide education event.  The upcoming high visibility campaigns include seatbelts/child seats, impaired driving, distracted driving, and speed.  

Mork gave an update on the Memorandum of Understanding for Annual Operating Costs of the Red River Regional Dispatch Center with Clay County.  The Council has met with the County and discussed this agreement at length.  The costs to the City will increase over a 3 year time period to a point where Hawley will pay 10% of Clay County’s share of the operating costs.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Mork to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Clay County for participation in annual operating costs of RRRDC.  Ayes:  All.

Mork invited the public to attend the upcoming Open House to meet new Police Chief Joe Backlund on September 15th at the Police Department between 3 and 6 p.m.

Johnson reported that during the budget process, the Council has discussed at length the possibility of adding a 4th Full Time Police Officer.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to open up a new position for Full Time Police Officer and to start the hiring process to advertise, with hiring effective January 2016.  Ayes:  All.  

Johnson reported that the Hawley Parent Teacher Organization has asked for permission to use specific City Streets for a Color Run on October 11, 2015 at 3:00 p.m.  They will have two routes using the following streets: 7th, 8th, Joseph, Elizabeth, Westgate Circle, and Hartford.  They will have several volunteers along the path especially at intersections directing runners and traffic for safety.  The PTO states that the color is safe and non-toxic.  Johnson requested that the PTO contact the private property owners near the color stations to explain to them about the color being used and give them a contact person should they have any concerns.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the use of City Streets on October 11, 2015, at 3:00 p.m. for the PTO Color Run as proposed.  Ayes:   All.  The PTO was wished good luck with this new event.

Gunkelman updated the Council on the Clay County request for the City to split the cost of a survey to properly record the ownership of property acquired for the Highway 10 & 31/33 Crossing project.  This property will be split with some ownership to Clay County and some to the City of Hawley.  The maximum City share would be $2,350.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Young to approve the City share of ½ the cost of the survey, with a maximum amount of $2,350.  Ayes:  All.

Gunkelman announced that there will be a Planning Commission Public Hearing on Tuesday, September 29th at 7:30 p.m. to consider 2 zoning amendments applied for by Russell Erickson.  The public is encouraged and invited to attend.

Joy reported that a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License application has been received from the Hawley Women of Today for an event on October 3, 2015 at the Hawley Community Center.  The application, fee, and the required proof of liquor liability insurance have been submitted.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the Hawley Women of Today Temporary On-Sale Liquor License for October 3, 2015.  Ayes:  All.

Young updated the Council on the grant received for the Airport pavement rehabilitation project.  The cost of the project is $389,316 with the share of this cost at:  Federal Grant $186,447.56; State Grant $156,079.83; and airport share $46,788.61.  Sellin Brothers have been awarded the bid for the project and it is expected  construction will start within the week.

Young told the Council that he and Public Works Superintendent Kluck inspected the River Remeandering project today.  The piled wood is still on the west end.  The DNR has asked the City to find a way to eliminate the 4-wheelers from being in the newly restored areas.  The BRRWD had posted very small signs on the ends of the project.  The City will be ordering and posting larger signage.  The City is attempting to keep an area mowed to allow for walking in this rugged and natural park area.

 A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
-Minutes 8-24-15
-LMC new executive director, David Unmaht
-LMC 2015 Regional Meetings
-MN Assn for Volunteer Admin Training
-MMBA Regional Mtgs
-Greater MN Job Expansion Program
-MAOSC August Legislative Update
-Fargo Community Table Event 
-Sept Meeting Calendar
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable $150,050.60.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

Young informed the Council that he would like to attend a meeting in the cities on September 15, 2015. Young stated that half of his travel expenses would be charged to the League of Minnesota Cities as he is an Ambassador for them and will visit other cities along the way.

Gunkelman stated that he has some reservations about the travel expense as the Council has a tight budget for travel.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 
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