HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
OCTOBER 5, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, October 5, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Absent: Young. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Russ Erickson, Enson Maattala, Raymond Reading, and Kirk Rosenberger.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Johnson stated that he has nothing to report for the Development/Water Committee, Public Utilities Commission or the Personnel Committee.

Johnson stated that the City of Hawley currently has no one certified in the Local Board of Appeal and Equalization training. At least one Councilmember   needs to be certified in order for the City to be able to hold a Board of Equalization meeting locally. The training can be taken on-line and Councilmembers should contact Jetvig for information on the training.

Kirk Rosenberger, Clay County Solid Waste Director, appeared before the Council with an update on the County's solid waste program, and the Clay County Landfill. The Clay County landfill is a mixed municipal solid waste (MSW) landfill which has been in operation since 1973 under a permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Their permit is currently up for renewal.

The Clay County landfill is 275 acres and includes active and closed MSW disposal areas, site access and service roads, an office building and equipment storage facility. Over the years, Clay County has initiated a number of remedial actions at the landfill to address groundwater contamination and migration off-site.

Gunkelman reported that the City of Hawley Economic Development Authority has a residential building lot for sale at 314 Main Street. The assessments on the lot are $13,975. The buyer must commence building a housing unit on the lot within 1 year of closing. Interested buyers should submit a written offer to City Hall.

Gunkelman informed the Council that the Hawley Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on September 29, 2015 to consider 2 zoning amendments requested by Russell Erickson, 109 5th Street, to change the requirements for both nonconforming structures and nonconforming lots.

Erickson wants to sell his nonconforming lot at 109 5th Street. Per the current city ordinance, if his house burns down, it cannot be rebuilt. He is requesting that the ordinance be changed to read that the structure could be reconstructed on the same footprint that currently exists.

Erickson's application states that "without this amendment the property cannot be sold and therefore has $0 value."  Erickson did not know it was a nonconforming lot when he purchased it in 2001.

Gunkelman stated that the Planning Commission recommends approval of the 2 zoning amendments as submitted.

It was discussed that the non-official aerial view of the property shows that some of the structures appear to be on railroad right of way. Johnson asked Erickson if he has had the lot surveyed. Erickson stated that he has not had the lot surveyed.

Baer noted that the proposed zoning change could not be specific to this lot, and would have to apply to all (approximately 12) nonconforming lots within the city.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to approve ORDINANCE #271 An Ordinance Amending the City Code of City of Hawley Code Section 10-3-2D.2.-in regard to Nonconforming Structures & Code Section 10-3-2E.1.-in regard to Nonconforming Uses of Structures and Land in Combination. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

Gunkelman stated that there is nothing to report on the Study Review Committee Comprehensive and Sidewalk Plans.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to accept the resignation from Part-Time Police Officer Jamison Steer, effective 10/13/15. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.   The Council thanked Steer for his service to the City of Hawley.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to accept the bid from Reardon's Office Equipment, in the amount of $4,794.90, for 4 desks with storage for the Patrol Office at the Police Department. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

It was noted that there are funds in the Police Building Capital Outlay fund and Office Supplies fund to cover this purchase.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to authorize the sale of the 2008 Chevy Impala and the 2008 Dodge Durango squad cars through a public auction sale. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve a full page black/white ad for $595 in the 2015-2016 Valley Connection Phonebook. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 

Mork announced that the Hawley Fire Relief Association is holding their annual free brat feed on Thursday, October 8, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at the fire hall.

Mork stated that there is nothing to report from the Friends of the Pool.

The Council reviewed the updated City of Hawley Computer Use Policy dated 10-5-15.

Joy stated that there is nothing to report from the Park Board or Liquor Committee.

There is no update on the Heartland Trail, the Community Club or the MetroCOG Transportation Committee.

Gunkelman gave the Council an update on the September 23, 2015 Hawley Area Fire District Special Meeting regarding the proposed new Fire Hall. The District Board is asking the city to discuss the funding/ownership options for a new Fire Hall and get back to the District Board & District Members.

Gunkelman stated that the Fire District discussed capping the cost of the project at $1.5 million. The townships prefer a 50/50 funding/ownership split. 

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to approve a Funding/Ownership Split 6 ways for the proposed new Fire Hall, that would have the City Fund/Own 1/6 (16.667%) and  the township members would split the remaining 5/6. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

It was noted that this building will be an asset to each of the entities of the Fire District.

Gunkelman stated that the Fire District Board has called for another Special Meeting on October 28, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. to discuss these topics: architect, how to pay for architect, and written agreement for funding/ownership of proposed new fire hall.

Mork gave the Council an airport update.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-37 Authorization to Execute Minnesota Department of Transportation Grant Agreement for Airport Improvement Excluding Land Acquisition. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the following consent items:
   -09/21/15 minutes
   -Hawley Public Schools Open House/Ribbon Cutting - October 6, 2015
   -Greater Than Minnesota community planning invitation
   -MAOSC Update - September 26, 2015
   -Information Sessions for new DEED Programs
   -WCI Quarterly Report - Summer Review 2015
   -LMC 2016 DRAFT City Policies
   -October 2015 Meetings Calendar
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following accounts payable $186,476.43.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: 4. Absent: 1.

It was discussed that the Hawley Municipal Liquor Store is currently holding a food drive for the Hawley Food Pantry.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Absent: 1. 
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