HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 21, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, September 21, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig and Attorney Baer.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the agenda as printed. Ayes: All. 

Johnson stated that the agenda is different, as all committee and board appointments are now listed for a quick review each meeting.  He stated there is nothing to report from the Development/Water Committee. 

The Council reviewed the request from a resident to refund a portion of his sanitary sewer charges, in the amount of $27.95. The resident was watering his garden and forgot to turn the water off and it ran overnight on two occasions. Johnson stated that he feels the sewer charge refund should be given as none of the excess water used went into the sanitary sewer.

Gunkelman expressed concern of setting a precedent if the sanitary sewer refund is given.

It was discussed that residents can install a second water meter for their outside water usage and no sewer charges apply to this water usage. The cost of the meter is approximately $200 and the resident has to have a licensed plumber install the meter.  It was also noted that the residential sanitary sewer also has a maximum gallons billed to limit the exposure to the residents for when they make a mistake like this – limit in the summer is 15,300 gallons.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve a resident's request for a sanitary sewer charge refund of $27.95. Ayes: All. 

Johnson stated that the city is advertising for a 4th Full Time Police Officer. The position would not start until 2016.

Public Works Superintendent Kluck informed the Council that every 5 years the city has to apply for a permit from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for the wastewater treatment ponds. The Council reviewed the following MPCA forms filled out by Kluck for the NPDES/SDS Permit Program: Permit Application Checklist for Municipal/Domestic Wastewater, Transmittal Form, Municipal Surface Water Discharge Application, and Municipal and Industrial Pond Attachment. 

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the Wastewater Permit Application to be sent to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Ayes: All. 

Gunkelman stated that the Economic Development Authority is holding a Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m. tonight regarding the sale of the residential lot at 314 Main Street.

Gunkelman informed the Council that the Planning Commission Study Review Committee has a meeting scheduled with MetroCOG next week to continue discussions on the city's Comprehensive Plan and Sidewalk Plan.

Gunkelman stated that the Fire Relief free brat feed is scheduled for Thursday, October 8, 2015 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Hawley fire hall.

Gunkelman urged residents to read the October 2015 City newsletter that will be inserted with their October 1 utility bills.

Mork stated that there is nothing to report from the Friends of the Pool.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-32 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the Proposed Property Tax Levy 2015 Tax Levy, Collectible in 2016. Ayes: All. 

Mork stated that the proposed levy represents a 9% increase, but that percentage could be lowered before the final levy is adopted.  The 9% increase breaks down to in two areas.  5.75%  increase is for housing and AmericInn Abatements.  (This amount is paid in by those property owners and refunded back to them and does not change the amount of levy that the rest of the property owners pay.)  The other 3.25% increase is being used by the City general fund for City services and equals an increase of $15,000.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Gunkelman to approve RESOLUTION 15-33 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the Proposed 2016 Budget, with Revenues of $1,532.536 and expenditures of $1,531,423. Ayes: All. 

Mork noted that the biggest increase in the proposed 2016 budget is for the 4th Full Time Police Officer.

The Council reviewed the City of Hawley Council Training, Conferences, Meetings, Travel Policy October 2015. Joy stated that under the new policy, councilmembers would fill out Trip Request Forms detailing the training/meeting they are attending and explaining how the attendance will benefit the City of Hawley.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the City of Hawley Council Training, Conferences, Meetings, Travel Policy, effective October 2015. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION 15-36 Resolution Appointing A Responsible Authority and Assigning Duties and Update to City of Hawley Data Practices Policy. Ayes: All.

Joy stated that there is nothing to report from the Park Board.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 15-34 Resolution Approving two Additional 2015 Liquor License Applications  for Bortnem Family Limited Partnership dba Hawley Lanes. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the Application and Permit for a Temporary On-Sale Liquor License submitted by the Hawley Jaycees for October 16, 2015. Ayes: All. 

Young gave the Council a Heartland Trail update.

Young updated the Council on the Community Club's Fall Festival held on September 19, 2015 at the Hawley rodeo grounds.

Young stated that there is nothing to report on the MetroCOG Transportation Committee.

Young informed the Council that the airport pavement rehabilitation project started today. The Airport Commission has a meeting scheduled for September 28, 2015.

At 6:15 p.m. Mayor Johnson opened the Assessment Public Hearing to consider and possibly adopt an assessment for the cost of Special Service Charges to perform the demolition of a hazardous and substandard building at 314 Main Street.

Johnson stated that the City obtained this property to remove a hazardous and substandard building and this assessment is to have the City recoup the costs of that removal. The costs and proposed assessment is $13,975. The demolition and clean up are 100% completed. The Special Service Charges are proposed to be assessed at 100% and there is only 1 parcel affected by this assessment.

Baer stated that as the City is the owner of this property, the Appeal Process is not applicable.

Johnson called for citizen comments.

It was noted that there were no written comments/appeals received.

Johnson called for Council comments/questions.

It was noted that the terms of the proposed assessment are 4% interest over 5 years.

It was discussed that the Economic Development Authority plans to sell this lot for residential development. A condition of the sale is that the purchaser has to begin the process of constructing a residential structure on the property within a year of the date of purchase.

Johnson called for Attorney comments.

The Public Hearing was closed at 6:23 p.m.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-35 Resolution Adopting Assessment Special Service Charges for House Demolition 314 Main Street. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
   -09/08/15 minutes
   -August 2015 Fund Balance Report
   -LMC 2015 Regional Meetings
   -MAOSC Legislative Update September 9, 2015
   -Clay County Planning Commission Agenda - September 15, 2015
   -MPCA Solid Waste Permit Intent to Reissue - Clay County Sanitary Landfill
   -September/October 2015 Meeting Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

Young suggested that someone from the Clay County Solid Waste Committee  be invited to an upcoming City Council meeting to give an update on the Clay County Sanitary Landfill.

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable $61,051.88.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Joy, seconded by Mork that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:
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