HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
DECEMBER 21, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, December 21, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Marc Ness, Clerk Treasurer Jetvig and Attorney Baer.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the agenda. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-44 Police PERA for Tyler O'Brien. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve the letter of resignation from Geoffrey Bentley from the Hawley Airport Commission, effective December 31, 2015. Ayes: All.  The Council thanked Bentley for his 32+ years of service to the City of Hawley on the Airport Commission.

Johnson gave the Council a winter 2015-2016 snow removal update as submitted by Public Works Superintendent Kluck. City staff has spent 99.5 hours of snow removal in the city, 12 hours at the airport, and 27 hours sanding, using 47 yards of sand/salt.

The Council reviewed the skating rink update from Kluck stating that due to the warm weather the ground is not frozen so any water sprayed on the rink will soak into the ground rather than freezing to form ice. As soon as the ground freezes, staff will work to establish a skating rink.  Johnson noted that the sledding hill on Main Street is open and being used.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to accept the bid (only bid received) from Cal Shipman in the amount of $1,050 to purchase the 2008 Salt Dog 6 foot stainless steel salt/sand hopper spreader, as recommended by Public Works Superintendent Kluck. Ayes: All. 

Gunkelman gave the Council a Fire District update. As of 12/09/15 the fire department had 70 fire calls, of which 23 were in the City of Hawley. The fire department budget for 2016 is $105,000 and it is being proposed to be $106,000 for 2017. The fire department purchased a new truck (grass fire rig), as budgeted, and sold their old truck and equipment.

The Council reviewed the 12/16/15 letter from HERT, Inc. requesting the city to pass a resolution allowing HERT, Inc. to purchase insurance from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust for the year 2016. The city has passed a similar resolution the last several years.

Baer informed the Council that he contacted the LMCIT regarding the wording (instrumentality language and City agreement to be secondarily responsible for any 2016 premiums, assessments, or other amounts which may now or in the future be owed to LMCIT by HERT, Inc.) in the proposed resolution.  Jan Kodet, LMCIT Senior Underwriter, stated that, “the  city is never going to be responsible for HERT WC or liability claims nor would any HERT claims affect the city’s WC or liability experience mod.”  Based upon the comments from Kodet, Baer stated that it was up to the Council to decide if the city should pass such a resolution.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-49 Resolution Requesting Coverage for a Non-Profit Corporation. Ayes: 4. Abstain: Johnson.

Joy stated that the Minnesota Municipal Beverage Association/Anheuser-Busch ran a Support Our Troops donation drive thru the liquor store and $266 was collected. The funds are to go to a person(s) on active duty.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve RESOLUTION 15-41 Accepting Donations & Specifying Their Use. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION 15-45 Approving 2015 Budget Transfers/Adjustments and Committing Fund Balances. Ayes: All. 

Jetvig informed the Council that the City of Hawley received a 2015 Property/Casualty Dividend from the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust in the amount of $27,259.00. The general fund received $13,902.09 of the dividend. The original premium paid by the general fund was $32,333.  Young mentioned that this is an annual dividend paid by the LMCIT and noted that a considerable portion of the premiums have been returned to the Cities.

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-46 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the Property Tax Levy 2015 Tax Levy, Collectible in 2016. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to approve RESOLUTION 15-47 City of Hawley, Minnesota Resolution Adopting the 2016 Budget. Ayes: All. 

Young updated the Council on the Phase 2 Buffalo River remeandering project.  The Buffalo River has been redirected into the new meander area and the old stream bed is being filled in.  The City Newsletter has a story on the project.

Young stated that the DNR has removed 19 beavers from the Buffalo River bank area that were damaging the trees.

Young informed the Council that there is a Heartland Trail meeting scheduled for December 29, 2015 at 3:30 p.m. in the Hawley City Council Chambers.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Mork to approve Partial Pay Estimate No. 2 in the amount of $10,663.29 to Sellin Brothers, Inc. for the 2015 Taxilane & Apron Improvements project at the Hawley Municipal Airport, as recommended by Bolton & Menk, Inc. Ayes: All.   

It was noted that there is still retainage of $9,960.14 being held on the airport project.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve the following consent items:
   -12/7/15 minutes
   -November 2015 Fund Balance Report
   -MAOSC Newsletter
   -January 2016 City of Hawley Newsletter
   -Home Builders Assoc. of Fargo-Moorhead - monthly building permit report
   -LMC Experienced Officials 2016 Leadership Conference - January 22-23
   -Clay County Intergovernmental Retreat  - January 22
   -December 2015/January 2016 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to approve an additional 2015 donation in the amount of $50 to the Historical & Cultural Society of Clay County as per their request. Ayes: All. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve the following accounts payable $191,973.92.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Young, seconded by Joy that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:
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Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
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