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MARCH 16, 2015

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, March 16, 2015 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Attorney Baer, Police Chief Jimmy Macon, Auditor Brian Opsahl and Jim Bortnem.

Bortnem informed the Council that he plans to construct a 3' x 5' open platform with a handrail outside of the second story apartment at 220 6th Street on the west side. The Council asked Bortnem to work with Jetvig to apply for a zoning permit for the project.

Police Chief Macon requested approval for Officer Scott Steer to attend a Basic Pistol Instructor Training in Alexandria. The Council approved the training.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All. 

Brian Opsahl, CPA with Brady, Martz & Associates, presented the Council with the 2014 City Audit. He stated that the City is in a good financial position and that they had no difficulties in performing the audit.  The General Fund revenues over expenditures were up approximately $217,000 after transfers.  This amount does not reflect the amounts put into Committed Funds for future projects such as Seal Coat. The municipal off-sale liquor store had Operating Income of $47,375 and a Net Income before transfers of $21,239.

Opsahl informed the Council that there was a finding during the audit that the city entered into a contract over $100,000 without requiring a performance or payment bond.   Staff will review the state statute and use a check list for future contracts.  The Council thanked Opsahl for their work on the City audit.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION NO. 15-13, A Resolution Ratifying the Sale of General Obligation Improvement Refunding Bonds, Series 2015A, in the Original Aggregate Principal Amount of $940,000; Fixing Their Form and Specifications; Directing Their Execution and Delivery; Providing for Their Payment; Providing for the Escrowing and Investment of a Portion of the Proceeds Thereof; and Providing for the Redemption of Bonds Refunded Thereby. Ayes: All.

It was noted that the city will save approximately $70,000 by refunding these bonds.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the Crossover Refunding Escrow Agreement Relating to: $1,071,000 City of Hawley, Minnesota General Obligation Improvement Notes of 2005, Series II. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Gunkelman to have the City of Hawley purchase the lot at 1312 Jetvig Boulevard, Lot 5, Block 1, Jetvig 1st Addition (directly west of the liquor store), for $90,000 plus $7,737 in 2015 taxes and specials. Ayes: All. 

Johnson gave the Council an update on the National League of Cities Congressional City Conference in Washington, DC.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to accept the letter of resignation submitted by Full Time Police Officer Colin Jorgenson, effective April 10, 2015. Ayes: All.   The Council thanked Jorgenson for his service and wished him the best of luck.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy authorizing the Personnel Committee to draft/sign an agreement with Scott Steer and the Union outlining the details for Steer as the "Acting Police Chief" for the interim period until a new Police Chief is hired. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Joy to appoint Officer Scott Steer as "Acting Police Chief", effective March 24, 2015, contingent on Steer accepting/signing the agreement. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Young to approve the following additions to the Employee Recognition Policy to recognize the Annual Employment Anniversary Date of employees: 1.) All employees get a card in recognition of years of service to the City of Hawley on employee's anniversary date, 2). Full Time employees would also get a $10 gift card to one of the Hawley businesses that serve food. Ayes: All. 

Gunkelman gave the Council an update on the fire building committee meeting. It was discussed that the fire district members need a written agreement as to the percentage of ownership/payments of any new fire department building.

Gunkelman invited the public to the Farewell Open House for Police Chief Macon on Thursday, March 19, 2015 from 3-6 p.m. at the new police department building, 818 Front Street.

Gunkelman gave the Council a snow removal update as complied by Public Works Superintendent Kluck. For the winter 2014-2015 City staff has spent 138.5 hours on the city streets, 18 hours at the airport, 41 hours sanding using 96 yards of sand/salt.

A discussion ensued regarding the request for additional street closures for the Rodeo Fest Vendor Fair on June 6. The matter was referred to the Public Works Committee.

Young gave the Council a Comprehensive Plan/Sidewalk Master Plan update. MetroCOG will be meeting with various focus groups on March 19 and March 23.

Young gave the Council a legislative update.

Young informed the Council that he spoke with Wynne Consulting. The ending date for the projects in the downtown rehabilitation grant is March 31. It appears that all the funds that were awarded for Commercial Rehabilitation will be spent. There are still some housing rehabilitation projects being completed. The rental housing funds may not all get used as the owners of the rental buildings did not want to complete rehabilitation projects.

A motion was made by Young, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the following consent items:
   -03/02/15 minutes
   -February 2015 Fund Balance Report
   -LMC Magazine Article on Mayor Johnson - 4th Generation Mayor
   -2015 LMC Annual Conference - June 24-26
   -CGMC in Brief - March 12, 2015
   -BDPI Grant Program Info Sheet
   -Nonprofit Arts and Culture Study meeting
   -Position Statements from PUC - EPA Clean Power Issues
   -March/April 2015 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following accounts payable $74,277.42.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

Mork invited the pubic to a Town Hall meeting hosted by Senator Eken and Representative Marquart on Monday, March 30, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in the Hawley City Hall Council Chambers.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Joy, seconded by Young that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: All. 

Attest:
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Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
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