HAWLEY CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
NOVEMBER 17, 2014

The regularly scheduled semi-monthly meeting of the Hawley City Council was held on Monday, November 17, 2014 in the City Council Chambers. The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Mayor Johnson with the following members present: Johnson, Young, Gunkelman, Joy and Mork. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Jetvig, Police Officer Scott Steer, Ali Ali, and Marc Ness.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the amended agenda. Ayes: All.

Johnson informed the Council that the furnace that heats the Council Chambers area of city hall failed and was unable to be repaired. The following bids were received to replace the furnace: Town & Country Heating & Air Conditioning for a 95% efficiency furnace for $2,670.51 or a 96% efficiency furnace for $3,529.51, Laneys for a 95% efficiency furnace for $3,700 or a 98% efficiency furnace for $4,875, and Robert Gibb for a 92% efficiency furnace for $2,297.  Town & Country was the only company that could do the work by November 18th.  The Public Works committee approved the 95% efficiency furnace from Town & Country Heating for emergency replacement.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Gunkelman to approve the bid from Town & Country Heating & Air Conditioning in the amount of $2,670.51 for a 95% efficiency furnace for City Hall. Ayes: All. 

Johnson informed the Council that the dilapidated house at 314 Main Street was demolished on November 12, 2014. An EDA meeting will be scheduled to discuss the next steps to sell the lot for affordable housing and recoup the city's costs in purchasing the lot and demolishing the house.

Mayor Johnson read a letter he received from the Mayor of Hitterdal thanking the Hawley Area Fire Department for their assistance during the apartment fire in Hitterdal.

Gunkelman reported that the Clay County Commission has approved extending the property tax abatement program for 2015-2016. The Hawley City Council is also considering extending the program. In the City of Hawley,  9 new residential homes were constructed in 2013 and 4 homes and 1 twin home were constructed in 2014. The Hawley School District has also been asked to continue to participate in the tax abatement program for 2015-2016.

A motion was made by Gunkelman, seconded by Young to approve RESOLUTION 14-34 Resolution Setting Date(December 8, 2014) for a Public Hearing on the Approval of a Tax Abatement Resolution for the Purpose of Continuing Tax Abatement for Residential Development. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Johnson to approve RESOLUTION 14-33 Resolution Approving 2015 Liquor License Applications - City of Hawley. Ayes: All. 

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the Minnesota Lawful Gambling Application for Exempt Permit submitted by the Hawley Lions for bingo on January 24, 2015, February 21, 2015 and December 12, 2015, and raffles on April 8, 2015 and December 9, 2015. Ayes: All. 
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A motion was made by Mork, seconded by Joy to accept the resignation from Part Time Police Officer Matthew Buckley, effective November 18, 2014. Ayes: All.   The Council thanked Buckley for his service to the Hawley Police Department and wished him well.

Mork updated the Council on the Red River Regional Dispatch Center(RRRDC) Board of Authority Meeting held on September 10, 2014. There have been some delays and deficiencies with the New World Systems operating system. New World stated they would take care of the delays they have been having in software and the upgrades. The RRRDC budget is on schedule for 2014.

Young gave the Council an update on the Buffalo Red River Watershed District(BRRWD)  Buffalo River remeandering project.

Young reported on the Clay County recycling meeting held on November 6, 2014.

Young gave the Council a Coalition of Greater Minnesota Cities(CGMC) update.

A motion was made by Johnson, seconded by Mork to approve the following consent items:
   -11/3/14 minutes
   -11/10/14 minutes
   -October 2014 Fund Balance Report
   -"Draft" City of Hawley December newsletter
   -MOVE MN
   -11/6/14 CGMC in Brief
   -Greater FM Economic Development Corporation Smart Brief
   -Greater Minnesota Park & Trails Updates
   -State Bank of Hawley letter  re: name change to Valley Premier Bank
   -November/December 2014 Meetings Calendars
The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

Residents were reminded that snow cannot be pushed on to or across any City street. Also residents are responsible for keeping their sidewalks clear of snow and ice during the winter months.

A motion was made by Joy, seconded by Mork to approve the following accounts payable $640,156.04.  The motion carried by a vote of Ayes: All. 

It was noted that there are large bond payments included in the accounts payable.

There being no further business at 6:30 p.m. it was moved by Johnson, seconded by Joy that the meeting be adjourned. Ayes: 4. Nay: Young.

Attest:



______________________                      ______________________
Gary E. Johnson                                       Lisa Jetvig
Mayor                                                       Clerk Treasurer
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